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Maple Leaf lawsuit widens
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Two new lawsuits, including a
£100-millicn national class-action
lawsuit, have been launched
against Maple Leaf Foods an
behalf of consumers who bought
ready-to-eat meats on the recall
list.

Cezanne Bilodeau, of Ottawa, is :
the named representative plaintiff RELTERS

on the new nation-wide lawsult & 'wornan warks o stanilize meat pronessing and packaging equioment al 4 Maple
I'JEI'I'I'Q filed in Torcnto Wednesday. Leaf Fooos plant in this Aug 21 2008, fik phols .

"Cezanne and her son purchased and consumed four different cold meat products on the
recall list and they have been experiencing symptoms of cramps and nausea for
approximately the last four or five days,"” said lawyer Ted Chamey of Toronte-based firm
Falconer Charney LLP, which is launching the suit jointly with Sutts Strosberg LLP. "And
they have gone to the doctor and had blood tests done.”

Bilodeau could not immediately be reached for comment and the statement of claim was
nat immediately available.

Mone of these allegations has been proven in court.

A Toronto woman was also named plaintiff in & separate lawsult launched by Stevensons
LLF.

Adrienne Adie, 66, became serlously (Il bwice in July after eating Schneiders All Baef
Bologna, a product not on the list of items recalled by Maple Leaf. She has not yet been
tested for listeriosis.
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"Her concern Is listeriosis, but of course things have yet to be established,” said Brian
Kirkland, which Stevensons LLP.

In a release, Stevensons said they wrote to Maple Leal reguesting that the companies
carefully review the list of affected products and the distribution establishmeants, which
are to be decontaminated.

"Mz, Adie has been to the hospital in an ambulance once already. Othears have died. This
is & public health crisis. Maple Leaf Foods needs to expand their testing and
decantamination efforts to satisfy the publlic that the problem has been contained.”

Charney said his firm's website has received maore than 10,000 hits after posting
information about the lawsuit.

"People from across the country have completed applications indicating that they are
experiencing similar symptoms fram consuming products on the recall list,” he said

"Others ara very concerned becausa they and thelr families have consumed the products,
and thay don't know If they are going to develop the symptoms," Charnay said.

Charney sald he hopes to join this lawsuit together with the four separate lawsuits filed
Monday and Tuesday by Merchant Law Group, but it is too early to tell whether that would
happen.

Darren Willlams, a lawyer based in the Vancouver office of Merchant Law, said
Wednesday the firm had not yet decided whether to join them all together
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