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A lawsuit filed on behalf of 40,000 medical marijuana users who say their privacy was breached by Health Canada in 2013 will go to
federal court in June for certification. (THE CANADIAN PRESS)

Lawyers will go before a Federal Court judge in Halifax in June to ask the court to certify a proposed class action on behalf of 40,000 medical
marijuana users whose privacy was breached by Health Canada in 2013.

There are 2,105 Nova Scotia class members in the case.

A confidentiality order protects the real names of the two lead plaintiffs, a Nova Scotia man who works as a health­care professional and an Ottawa
woman who works in the legal field. In court documents, they are identified under the pseudonyms Joe Doe and Suzie Jones.

June 11 and 12 have been set aside for the certification hearing.

The week of Nov. 18, 2013, Health Canada sent letters to about 40,000 people authorized under the Marijuana Medical Access Program to acquire the
drug for medical use or who were licensed to to grow it.

The mail­out had the name of the program and the participants’ names in clear view on the envelope.

Health Canada said it was an administrative error.

Before that, all correspondence sent by Health Canada in relation to the program was sent in plain envelopes and did not have sender information or
use the word marijuana.

“As soon as it was discovered, my phone started ringing off the hook with individuals who were very upset that Health Canada had, from what I
understand, deviated from their previous standard practice of corresponding with members of the Marijuana Medical Access Program,” David Fraser, of
the Halifax law firm McInnes Cooper, said in an interview Wednesday.

“And the reason why people were very upset was because this exposed their name and their connection with the Marijuana Medical Access Program
not only, for example, to Canada Post but also to their neighbours in some small communities.

“We’ve heard a number of cases where the individual piece of mail was misdirected and went to the neighbour’s house. This is very sensitive, private
information.”

Three other law firms, one in British Columbia and two in Ontario, are also handling the case.

The lawsuit alleges Health Canada was negligent, careless and reckless in sending out the mailing. None of the allegations have been tested in court.

The government has not yet filed a defence.

Since the lawsuit was filed in November 2013, the Federal Privacy Commissioner concluded an investigation that found Health Canada violated the
Privacy Act, Fraser said.

The irony, he said, is that Health Canada had sent the letters to permit holders because it was changing the program, as the then­current version
exposed people to safety concerns like violent home invasions.
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“So in the process of telling individuals that they were subject to these risks, they, in fact, created those risks,” Fraser said.

Some of his clients have stopped growing marijuana and storing the plants in their homes and had to significantly increase security at their properties
because of the breach, he said.

The plaintiffs are seeking various damages.

About the Author »

SHERRI BORDEN COLLEY

This Week's Flyers

   

HOVER FOR FLYER HOVER FOR FLYER HOVER FOR FLYER

COMMENTING POLICY ­ UPDATED AUG. 19, 2014

From Around the Web by TaboolaPromoted Links

Time To Break

thestar.com

Coverage from TheChronicleHerald.ca

Yellow Pages

10 of The Creepiest Photographs Ever Taken

Start your garden: Setting the scene

Alleged sex assault victim’s personal troubles aired in courtroom

FIFA 2015 Women's World Cup

6 Reasons why you should switch to a front­load washing machine

Blake Leggette 'remorseful' for death of Loretta Saunders: Lawyer

From The Web More from the Chronicle Herald
10 of The Creepiest Photographs Ever Taken (Time To Break)

Start your garden: Setting the scene (thestar.com)

6 Reasons why you should switch to a front­load washing machine (Yellow Pages)

Photos: What A Man Did With His Old Useless Attic Is Unbelievable. I'm Extremel… (HyperTomb)

World's Wealthiest Men of All Time. #1 Will Make Your Jaw Drop. (AfriZap)

Blake Leggette 'remorseful' for death of Loretta Saunders: Lawyer

Alleged sex assault victim’s personal troubles aired in courtroom

Woman sues ex­boss, Nova Scotia over alleged assault

Nova Scotia blocks creation of new towns, villages

Halifax couple plead guilty in Loretta Saunders murder case

http://thechronicleherald.ca/videos/news/4190347810001
http://thechronicleherald.ca/user?destination=node%2F1282343
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=chronicleherald&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://www.yellowpages.ca/tips/six-reasons-why-you-should-switch-to-a-front-load-washing-machine/?ypmedium=tdpartner&ypsource=taboola&ypterm=chronicleherald
http://www.thestar.com/life/homes/your-garden-mark-cullen/2015/04/13/start-your-garden-setting-the-scene.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://thechronicleherald.ca/videos/news/4190347810001
http://thechronicleherald.ca/novascotia/1282120-alleged-sex-assault-victim%E2%80%99s-personal-troubles-aired-in-courtroom
http://thechronicleherald.ca/node/546
http://thechronicleherald.ca/metro/1282047-halifax-couple-plead-guilty-in-loretta-saunders-murder-case
http://thechronicleherald.ca/
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=chronicleherald&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://thechronicleherald.ca/novascotia/1282120-alleged-sex-assault-victim%E2%80%99s-personal-troubles-aired-in-courtroom
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=chronicleherald&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-text-links-a:Below%20Article%20Text%20Links:
http://thechronicleherald.ca/author/the-chronicle-herald-334
http://www.timetobreak.com/730411/10-of-the-creepiest-photographs-ever-taken/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://thechronicleherald.ca/novascotia/1282336-nova-scotia-blocks-creation-of-new-towns-villages
http://www.hypertomb.com/man-works-on-attic/?mb=tabht&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=chronicleherald&utm_term=Photos%3A+What+A+Man+Did+With+His+Old+Useless+Attic+Is+Unbelievable.+I%27m+Extremely+Jealous+Of+The+Result+&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.hypertomb.com%2F000%2F158%2F075%2F02-rCVO3ZY.jpg%E2%80%8B&utm_campaign=hyp_1019_d_attc_a
http://thechronicleherald.ca/sports/fifa2015?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.thestar.com/life/homes/your-garden-mark-cullen/2015/04/13/start-your-garden-setting-the-scene.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.yellowpages.ca/tips/six-reasons-why-you-should-switch-to-a-front-load-washing-machine/?ypmedium=tdpartner&ypsource=taboola&ypterm=chronicleherald
http://www.timetobreak.com/730411/10-of-the-creepiest-photographs-ever-taken/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://myherald.thechronicleherald.ca/dsssubscribe.aspx?return=http://thechronicleherald.ca/novascotia/1282343-class-action-sought-in-medical-marijuana-case
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstBb_M-mq-MGOx1b2WkdBxKGh16NBFxp18MWoDDtz8OKgJeL6uaON7-gg05zm8YdWuSzPPIb93JNsbPX5VYjywxHULFOwfswlEmqvJuyRDfZNxBT2OlF8fEyjAsCHQEN8US43U1OqrAszyG&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJuXzr6GRqFU&adurl=http://mobile.yp.ca/applications/
http://adserver.adtechus.com/?adlink/5456/3026331/0/277/AdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=881216152;key=novascotia%2Bantiemetics%2Bantioxidants%2Bbusiness%2Bethics%2Bhealth%2Bhealthcare%2Dreform%2Blabor%2Bmedical%2Dcannabis%2Bmedicine%2Bpharmaceuticals%2Dpolicy%2Bpharmacology%2Bprivacy%2Bsocial%2Dissues%2Bsherri%2Dborden%2Dcolley;
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=chronicleherald&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-text-links-a:Below%20Article%20Text%20Links:
http://www.afrizap.com/en/worlds-wealthiest-men-of-all-time-1-will-make-your-jaw-drop/?utm_source=taboola-en&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=IDVL_EN_riches_Canada_Desktop
http://thechronicleherald.ca/novascotia/1282273-woman-sues-ex-boss-nova-scotia-over-alleged-assault
http://adserver.adtechus.com/?adlink/5456/3026389/0/16/AdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=881216149;key=novascotia%2Bantiemetics%2Bantioxidants%2Bbusiness%2Bethics%2Bhealth%2Bhealthcare%2Dreform%2Blabor%2Bmedical%2Dcannabis%2Bmedicine%2Bpharmaceuticals%2Dpolicy%2Bpharmacology%2Bprivacy%2Bsocial%2Dissues%2Bsherri%2Dborden%2Dcolley;



